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Spring 2008 A/O English Essay—New York

When is a person old enough to be responsible*? Laws in different countries show
different opinions about this.

When a person is 18 years old in Japan, he or she can drive a car. At 20, a Japanese
citizen can vote in elections and buy alcohel. In most of the United States, individuals can drive
when they are 16, vote when they are 18, and buy alcohol legally only when they are 21. Many
European countries, such as Spain, Italy, and Belgium allow citizens to drink beer or wine at 16,

and vote and drive at age 18.
At what age do you think a person becomes old enough to make good decisions? Explain

the reasons for your opinion.

*able to choose for oneself between right and wrong



Name

Applicant number

Spring 2008 A/O English Essay—Tokyo

Getting married is one of the most important decisions a person makes in his or her life.
In former times, parents chose the husband or wife for their child. Now most people choose their
partner alone. When is a person old enough to make this important decision?

In Japan, a person must be 20 years old to marry without the consent™ of a parent. In
China, women can marry at 20, but men must be 22. Most of the United States and most

European countries allow a person to marry at age 18.
What do you think is the right age for a person to be allowed to decide to marry? Explain

the reasons for your opinion.

*permission; approval; agreement; saying “yes”
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