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Congratu la t ions  t o a l l  o f  you  on t he  occa si on  of  you r g ra duat i on  f rom the  Kei o Aca demy o f  
New York.  I  a l so  ex tend my hea r t fe lt  c ongra tulat ions  t o t he  fami ly  members  of  g ra dua tes  on  
beha l f  of  Kei o Gi ju ku.  
 
Al l  o f  you l ef t  c ampu s  i n the  spri ng  of  202 0 du e to  the i nc rea sed  preva lence  o f  COVID -19  
infec t io ns.  Su bsequ ent ly,  you conti nu ed your  s t udies remote ly,  a nd were no longer  ab le to  
l ive  at  the dormi tori es a longside you r f e l l ow st udents  or pa r t i c i pat e i n c lubs  or ot her  

act i vi t ie s.  This si tua t ion la sted for more t ha n a  yea r.  Then,  even af t er you ha d re tu r ned t o  
campus,  you were  obl i ged to  remai n vigi la nt  aga inst  the sprea d  o f  i nfec t ions .  
 
Af t er  overc omi ng a l l  of  these ha rdshi ps,  you  a re now ready t o graduat e.  Thi s i s  why t oday ’ s  
gradu at i on  ceremony gi ves me su ch  joy.  I  a l so wish t o express  my si ncere respe ct  for the  
ef for ts  o f  a l l  pa rents  a nd gua rdia ns who  have  su ppor ted their  c hi ldren  t hroughou t thi s t ime.  
I  am fu r thermore deeply  g rat efu l  for the work o f  a l l  fac u lt y  a nd sta f f  memb ers of  the  
Academy  who  have  worked  t i re le ss ly  t o  u phold  educa t iona l  ac t ivi t ie s si nc e the b egi nni ng  o f  
the  pa ndemic .   
 
Arou nd two years a go  a l l  soc ia l  a ct i vi t i es  came to  a n ab rupt  ha lt  du e t o the sprea d o f  COVID -
19 ,  c omplet ely  changi ng the fac e of  soc i e ty.  Si nc e t hen,  we have  const ant ly  ha d t o quest i on  

what  ki nd of  soc i et y we shou ld  be  st rivi ng for.  Even  more  rec ent ly,  the R ussia n i nva sion  o f  
Ukrai ne has  dras t i ca l l y  cha nged t he  geopoli t i ca l  real i t i e s o f  ou r world.  
 
To a l l  of  you  who  wi l l  g ra dua te  i n  t he  mi dst  o f  t hese  c i rc umsta nc es,  I  would  l ike  t o  c onvey  
to you tha t  the  Kei o Ac ademy  o f New York was  c reat ed  prec i se ly  i n  a nt ic i pa t ion tha t  a n  era  
suc h as  our  own wou ld  a rrive.  

 
Ta da o I shikawa ,  t he P resident  of  Keio Gi juku at  the t ime of  the Ac ademy ’s  e sta bl i shment ,  
indi cat ed tha t  t he e ra  t o c ome  would b e one o f  i nc reasi ng complex i ty,  f lu i di t y,  a nd  
unc erta i nty du e t o f act ors i nc lu di ng progressive glob al i zat i on a nd deve lopment s i n IT.  He  
repeat edly asserted  t hat ,  i n  the fac e  o f  su ch  a n  era ,  i t  was  imperat ive tha t  Keio  Gi ju ku  fos ter  
se lf -motivat ed  i ndi vi dua ls  c a pab le  o f  i dent i fyi ng  a nd  solvi ng  problems.  Thu s,  t he  Kei o 
Academy  o f New York  wa s  c reated wi t h the  sta ted a i m of  nu r tu ring su ch  i ndi vidua ls.  
 
With  t he ongoi ng i mpact  o f  the pa ndemic ,  t he  Russia n i nva sion  o f  Ukrai ne,  a nd resu lta nt  
cha nges in ou r wor ld,  we now we l l  a nd truly f i nd ou rselves i n co mple x,  f lui d,  and unce rtain  
t ime s .  Added  t o  thi s ,  thi s  e ra  c an  b e  c ha rac teri zed  as  one  i n whi ch  t here i s  a  complic ated  
comi ng li ng  o f  divergent  values  a nd  i nt erests ,  a nd  a s  one  sub ject  t o vio l ent  a nd  o f t en  

disc onti nu ou s upheaval  a nd cha nge.   
 
The  a rri va l  o f  su ch an  era means tha t  eac h o f  you,  as l eaders of  soc ie ty,  mu st  ta ck le  the  
cha l lenges you see b efore  yo u  to c rea te a  be tt er  world.  I t  i s  my be l ie f  t hat  l i f e  a t  t he Kei o  
Academy  of  New York  wi l l  be  a  prec ious  a sse t  to  a l l  of  you  who  go  on t o  f i nd  yourse lves  i n  
this  posi t i on.  My rea sons for  thi nki ng thi s a re  a s fo l l ows.  

 
 



 

Firs t l y,  a l l  o f  you  who  have  s tu died a t  the Aca demy have  deve loped you r own u niqu e take on   
the  nat u re  a nd nua nc es of  a l l  a spect s of  America n l i f e ,  a nd  a re we ll -versed  i n t he  c ha rms  
and  fasc i na t ions  o f  America n hi st or y  a nd  cu lt u re.  Moreover,  not  on ly  have  you  b een a ble  to  
immerse  yourselves i n  that  cu lt u re,  bu t  have a l so ha d the  opportu ni ty  t o c ompa re a nd  
cont ra st  i t  wi t h others owi ng  t o the bi l i ngu al  a nd  bic u ltu ral  envi ronment of  t he  Ac a demy.  

This  i s  no t  somethi ng  which  wou ld  have been possi b l e a t  an  ordi nar y Americ a n sc hool .  
 
Sec ondly,  you  have  been ab le  t o  consider  Ja pa n a nd  i t s  c ha ra ct eri st i cs  f rom a  perspect ive  
di f fe rent  to  t hat  avai lab le  t o those st udying at  seni or hi gh  schoo l s i n  J a pa n.  
 
Thi rdly,  you  have  been ex posed  t o  t he  i dea s  o f  Yuki chi  Fukuzawa  a nd  the cu lt u re  of  Keio  

Gi ju ku  throu ghout  your  day -t o -day  l i fe  here.  
 
Yuki chi  Fu ku zawa  t raveled  t o t he  West  on  three occasi ons  t o ex peri ence  West ern Civi l i zat i on 
in t he f l e sh,  at  a  t ime  when feu da li sm st i l l  prevai led i n Ja pa n.  He a l so  ext ensi ve ly rea d  
ori gi nal  t ext s i n sc i ence  a nd  t ec hno logy,  a s  we l l  as hi stori es  o f  c ivi l i zat i on a nd thought .  
 

Based on the deep i nsigh t  thu s  gai ned,  he c ame  to  b el i eve  t hat  i t  di d  not  su ff i ce  t o merely 
impo rt  Western  t ec hno logi es a nd soc ia l  sy stems,  but  tha t  the “people”  who  const i tut e soc ie ty  
themselves must  u ndergo cha nge.  Thi s st emmed f rom hi s b el i ef  t hat  Japa n must  b ecome a  
soc i e ty  ma de u p  o f  i ndi vidua ls  imbued  wi th  a  sc ient i f i c  mi ndset  cou pled  wi t h  a  wi l l fu l  
independenc e,  a nd tha t  t his  would b e a  soc i et y in whic h eac h person respect ed  t he digni ty  
of  o thers.  

 
Yuki chi  Fukuza wa did not  devot e himse lf  u nvar yingly  to  the West .  In the Au tobiography of  
Yuki chi  Fu ku zawa he  re f l ec ts  that  he  ha s l ived  “t wo  l i ves i n a  single b ody. ” H e goes  on to  
say t hat  he  ha d b een wi t ness t o t wo di ff e rent  e ra s a nd t wo di ff e rent  cu l tu res,  a nd t hat  he  
was  t hu s a  person whose  t hinki ng  wa s i n formed by mul t i f acet ed perspec t ives.  
 

Kei o Ac ademy of  New York  ca n a l so be thought of  as  prec i se ly  the  ki nd o f  p lac e where suc h  
mul t i f ace ted perspect ives  on  the world  pla y out .  Ea ch  o f  you shou ld now b e deeply  
conversa nt  wi t h the two cu l tu res of  Ja pan a nd the Uni t ed Sta tes,  which shou ld l end i tsel f  t o  
a  natu ral  tendenc y t o c ompa re a nd  cont ras t  b o th  c ul tu res,  a nd i dent i fy  a nd deepen you r 
perspect i ves on a nd u nderst andi ngs of  ea ch .  S lowly but  su re ly,  you  have b ecome ca pab le  o f  
thi nki ng  i n a  mul t i f ace ted wa y l ike Yuki chi  Fu ku zawa.  

 
I  b e l ieve thi s  i s  where the value  a nd signi f i c a nc e of  stu dyi ng  a t  the A ca demy,  a  tri - cu lt u ral  
envi ronment  where  Ja pa n,  America ,  a nd  Kei o c ome toget her,  ca n be  loca ted.  
 
As  I  menti oned  ea r l ie r,  soc i et y  i s  set  to  b ecome  inc rea si ng ly  c omplex ,  a nd  def i ned  b y a  
compli cat ed comi ngli ng  o f  i nt erest s a nd values .  Moreover,  i t  wi l l  rapi d ly change.   You may  

f ind you rselves fac i ng a  va ri et y o f  di f f i c u lt  s i tua t ions.  H owever,  i t  ca n  a l so  b e sa i d  t hat  now 
is prec isely  the e ra  i n  whic h a l l  of  you who have  s tu died at  the Keio  Aca demy o f New York ,  
whose  c reat i on wa s premi sed on an  awa reness that  su ch  t imes wou ld c ome,  a re  set  t o thrive.  
 
This  i s  why a l l  o f  us ,  the facu l ty a nd st af f  of  Kei o Universi t y,  a re so ha ppy t o joi n i n  
cel eb rat i ng you r g ra du at ion  t oda y.  We a l so a nt ic ipa te  a nd  look  forwa rd to  your  fu tu re  
endeavors  a nd  succ esses.  
 
Congratu la t ions once  again  on  your  g ra dua t ion.  


