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would like to take this opportunity to comment and to reflect on the Keio Academy of New York  

Summer Program that has just concluded for the 2017-2018 year.  The camp just ended its eleventh 

summer, and I am very pleased to say that the camp was a fantastic success! As with any camp, or simi-

lar endeavor, there are bound to be hiccups. After all, Keio Academy’s Summer Program welcomed 75 

campers from all over the world. However, the campers, the interns, the faculty and the administration 

all worked together seamlessly to make this unique camp a tremendously fulfilling experience for all 

involved, not just the campers. 

I would like to touch upon the dedicated interns and the dedicated faculty who helped to make this 

summer such a success.  This year, Keio hired twenty-one interns to work with our campers. This is a 

number significantly higher than the number of interns we set out to hire.  Continually, we were  

impressed by the caliber of applicant who applied for the Keio Academy Summer Camp internship.  

We could not let them go! Instead of sixteen interns, we hired the outstanding twenty-one interns who 

worked tirelessly, without complaint, to ensure that our campers had the best time they could.  I am 

pleased to say that all twenty-one interns exceeded our expectations. Without them, this summer would 

not have been the success it was. 

The faculty this summer also exceeded our hopes and our expectations.  From dedicated returning  

faculty, like Mr. Ed Consolati (a former camp director, himself), to Mr. Chad Combs, to Mr. Rawat, to 

Ms. Hori and her tireless efforts to teach five classes this summer, to our newer faculty, like second 

year camp teacher Ms. Rieko Ishibashi and newcomers Dr. Barry Friedman and Ms. Mina Sharpe, they 

all worked together to make our campers see the world and to see themselves in a new light. 

This year the camp enjoyed having a very high percentage of the resident faculty also serve as teachers. 

This experience is unique as it allows both our campers and our resident faculty to see and to be seen in 

a different light.  Residential Director, John Reyes, taught two classes; Mr. Robert Devenuti taught 

three classes and newcomers to our residential faculty, Ms. Caryn Shaw and Ms. Alex Martin, each 

taught a class. 

Of course, no acknowledgement of our summer program would be complete without discussing our 

continued partnership with DCTV.  Keio Academy has partnered with DCTV since the inception of the 

camp eleven years ago. This year eight teams worked with film professionals to create short films that 

were creative and spectacular. No camp affords its campers the diverse, multi-cultural, wide-ranging 

elective course offerings, while simultaneously exposing its campers to filmmaking in one of the most 

exciting cities in the world. 

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not thank all the families who participated in this experience. Without 

your support none of this would be possible.  Your trust in our program is humbling, and I can assure 

you that each member is aware of that trust. Everyone works to make certain that your camper has the 

best possible experience while at our summer program. 

This completes our eleventh summer.  I believe we are still in our nascent stages 

here.  I know this camp will continue to grow, will continue to expand and will 

continue to offer a rewarding experience for those who choose to experience it. 

Arigato gozaimasu! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anthony Dacunto 
Summer Program Director 



 

 

 

今年も73名の参加者がこの2週間のプログラムを終了しまし

た。 

Program DirectorのDacunto先生がFamily Dayにて保護者の皆様

への挨拶の筆頭で「To the parents thank you for trusting us with 

your children for the past two weeks」と申し上げました。まず

は、それに尽きると思います。2週間の間大切なお子様を我々

に預けていただき誠にありがとうございます。 

インターンの学生が今年も非常に良く働いてくれました。参加

者皆さんの寮の部屋が入寮時にすぐに使えるようになっていた

のもインターンのおかげです。その様な単純作業だけでなく、

日々の生活の上でまずはインターンに相談していた参加者も多

くみられました。非常に頼もしいBig Brother & Big Sisterが集

まってくれました。プログラム関係者一同感謝の気持ちでいっ

ぱいです。  

日本から参加いただく皆さんとは羽田空港で初めてお会いし、

緊張されていたようで点呼のさいも声が小さく聞き返さなけれ

ばいけなっかたのですが、ニューヨーク到

着後3日目には元気に新しく出来た友達と

グランドを走り回っていました。楽しいみ

ながら学べるプログラムを常に目指してい

ますが、今年もこの目標は達成できたかと

思っております。  

最後に、皆さん  
Good Luck and Best Wishes  

大谷 龍太 
Administrative Assistant Director 

As I write this, the residence 

halls of Keio Academy are  

quiet again. It is hard to believe  

a few days ago our campers 

wrapped-up our 11th summer 

program! 

 
I think it is important to reflect 

on the short— but intense two 

weeks we spent with each other 

as many of you did things for  

the very first time. For many of you, it was your first time living 

alone without your family. You also made new friends and had a 

roommate you bonded with. Even small things such as learning  

how to wash your own clothes was a new experience here at Keio  

Academy. I hope these small and significant first experiences serve 

as a catalyst for your growth in the future. Continue to learn from 

others and exchange culture and language— the future global  

society is you! 

 
This has been my seventh summer program and I could not have 

done my job without the tireless support of our interns, teaching  

and resident faculty and staff members from Kencal, CulinArt and  

AlliedBarton. Thank you for giving our campers the best experience 

possible! 

 
Lastly, to our campers: thank you for being a part of this year’s  

summer program. Each and every one of you makes every year 

unique, fun and memorable!  

 
John Reyes 

Residential Assistant Director 

From Left to Right:  Mr. John Reyes, Mr. Robert Devenuti, Ms. Caryn Shaw,  

   Nurse Jasmin Teves, Director Anthony Dacunto, Ms. Rieko Ivy, 

   Ms. Alexandra Martin, Mr. Justin Martens, Ms. Misa Mori 



 

 

“In translation, there are six very good students. We’ve been 

studying English to Japanese and vice versa. I used articles,  

literature, media and manga to teach. They’re enjoying it a lot 

and I hope they are learning as well.” 

-Ms. Ishibashi/石橋先生  

“日本語エレメントリーをおしえてました。 

レベルが異なる生徒のクラスでした。 

日本語を五感を通して体験しながら学びました。 

料理、植物、図形、福沢諭吉の勉強を学びました。

最後の授業はトトロのため芝居で締めくくります。 

Go5日本語-クラス” 

-Ms. Hori/堀先生  

“The students are very enthusiastic and have high energy.  

I try to meet that excitement level in my elective. “ 

-Dr. Friedman/フリードマン先生  

“I always enjoy teaching during the Keio Summer program. 

The students come in quietly at first, but they bond quickly 

over the lessons and activities and they leave a bit more con-

fident in their ability to engage with others and the world 

around them.” 

-Mr. Combs/コームズ先生 



 

 

 

 

Residence Hall Activities 

Keio Icebreaker Night 

Bowling in the Dark Night 

S’mores Night 

Gym/Sports Night 

International Trivia Night 

Bead Art and Crafts Night 

Movie Night 

Tie Dye Night  

Elective Classes 

Sports in N.Y. 

Comics 

Computer Programming 

Rubber Band Art 

Book Sculpture 

Intro to Chemistry Experiments 

Pop Culture 

Fandoms and Consumerism 

Experiments with Sports 

Yoga 

Social Media 

Cinematography 

Dance 

Magazine Making  

Scrapbook Memories 

Drama 

Aside from Language Classes, 16 different elective courses were offered 

for the students to choose from. From Chemistry to Yoga, there was a 

wide selection.  These classes were intended to introduce students to 

new concepts, and stretch their muscles both physically and mentally.  



 

 

CTV Film Production Workshop  
Campers were divided into groups, and each group created its own video with the 

help of a DCTV instructor who taught them how to operate recording equipment,  

and how to edit their videos. The videos feature creative plots devised by students, 

and represent a variety of genres, including narrative, animation, and documentary. 

Many groups spent two days shooting on-location in New York City. 

Project Titles: 

 A Collection of Animated Movies 

 Watch What You See 

 Gone Bananas 

 The News That Wasn’t Broadcast 

Yesterday 

 “7-Train Serves” 

 “Clown’s Revenge” 

 “Detective Conan in NYC” 

 “Hiccups” 

 

Sanuki Udon Workshop  

Campers were kindly visited by volunteers 

from Sanuki Project, an initiative founded in 

2004, whose mission is “to promote Sanuki 

Udon to the world”.  

The volunteers demonstrated how to make the 

udon noodles from scratch. Campers had a 

chance to roll out the dough, cut the noodles, 

and enjoy them for dinner afterwards. 

 

NYC Field Trips  

(Broadway, DCTV On Location Filming, Corporate Tours) 
Campers took several field trips to New York City, including  

seeing SpongeBob the Musical on Broadway.  

DCTV groups went out to the City to visit various NYC  

neighborhoods, such as Queens, Brooklyn and Chinatown, to 

learn about the city and take advantage of its backdrop to  

create their videos.  

Campers also took tours of corporate offices located in  

Manhattan, including companies such as Fujisankei  

Communications International and Japan Airlines. 



 

 



 

 

“She takes into account what we 

want to learn about the language 

and bases her plan on that. She 

doesn’t force everyone to learn at 

the same speed. Some people are 

more behind or more ahead, but 

she makes sure everyone has  

something to do.”  

M. J. 

「英語のクラスで友達できた

し、コミックと科学のエレク

ティブも楽しかったです。」 
T. N. 

“Although I’m learning  

Japanese mainly through being 

around my Japanese friends, 

my translation teacher has been 

a great help and a fantastic  

educator.”  

M. A. 



 

 

 

 

I had a great time at Keio Academy’s Summer 

Program. The reason why I decided to be an intern 

was because I love working with kids and I want 

teach to English professionally in Japan in the fu-

ture. My favorite part of the camp was assisting 

the DCTV video filmmaking. Not only I was able 

to visit Brooklyn for the first time in my life, I also 

learned how to manage a group of student campers 

in a busy city. I was moved by the sight of Japa-

nese and American campers trying their best to 

communicate through their language barriers. By 

the end of the first week it was heartwarming to 

see the friendships and smiles that formed among 

all of the campers. Being an intern at this camp 

was an unforgettable experience and I am truly 

grateful to be a part of this international summer 

program. 

 

Miyuki 
 

 

日本の文化や言語に興味がある人間として、慶應

義塾ニューヨーク学院のインターンの経験は役に

立って、大変勉強になりました。ニューヨークに

来ることがはじめてで、最初は心配しました。友

達ができるかなという疑問だけではなくて、キャ

ンパーとも仲よくなれるかという疑問もありまし

た。嬉しいことに、そういう不安はありませんで

した。他のインターンは優しくて、すぐ新しい友

達が出来ました。キャンパーともよく分かり合っ

て、最初から最後まで本当に楽しかったと思いま

す。アクティブティ インターンだったので、体育

館以外ではキャンパーとあまり話せませんでした

が、一緒に過ごした時間は面白くて、もう忘れら

れない気がします。年上の世代から見ると若い 

１０代の子供達はまだ幼いと思うかもしれません

が、日本人とアメリカ人のキャンパーはこのサ

マープログラムのおかげで、前よりもっと成長し

て、大人顔負けの不可欠な知識を得たと言えると

思います。 

 
Emily 



 

 

 

On Friday, August 3, friends and family of the Summer Program were invited to partake in the last day of activities, or Family 

Day. 

The day began with T-shirt signing, where par ticipants received blue shir ts to fill with signatures and touching farewell  

messages from friends, interns and staff.  

Parents began to arrive around 2 PM.  

Once everyone was settled, a representative from ITO EN (a Japanese beverage company), Ms. Rona Tison, gave an informative 

lecture on Japanese Tea, as well as the history of ITO EN as it worked to build a presence in the United States.  

Her speech was then followed by Language Class Observations, where parents could witness how much the participants had 

learned and improved their skills over the course of the two weeks. 

After class observations, campus tours were provided in both English and Japanese by our amazing and capable interns.  

Everyone then headed to the Cafeteria for the ‘last supper’—the last time we would all share a table together during the program.  

The grand finale was the DCTV Video Production Premiere, which was held in the Student Center. The Residence Hall spruced 

up the space with festive decorations (see below) for the momentous occasion. Each DCTV group went up one-by-one to intro-

duce themselves and present their video productions. It was an exciting way for family members and friends to see and appreci-

ate all of the participants’ hard work.  

Family Day is always bittersweet, and this year was no exception—we shared laughs and smiles, but also hugged our friends 

close and began to say our goodbyes, as the two weeks came to an obligatory close.  

We hope that you all enjoyed your time here at Keio Academy, and we hope to see you again soon!  



 

 

We would like to thank the following organizations for their generous financial support of this 

program.  

 TTA, Inc.  

 Mr. Yosuke Honjo/ITO EN (North America), Inc. 
 

The Sanuki Udon demonstration was presented by the volunteers of the SANUKI Project.  

A special thank you to the DCTV Project Manager, Jesse Antigua, and all of the instructors for 

continually making the video production workshop a great success.  

Keio Academy of New York would also like to express its sincere gratitude to the following 

companies for hosting our participants for the New York City Corporate Tours: 

 Fujisankei Communications International, Inc.  

 Japan Airlines (JAL) 

 Restaurant Nippon, Wako International Corporation 

 Yankee Stadium 

 Voila Chocolat, Theobroma Enterprises, Inc. 

 

We would also like to extend our appreciation to Exec. Vice President of Corporate Relations 

and PR at ITO EN (North America), Inc.,  Ms. Rona Tison for her wonderful and enlightening 

speech on Family Day.  

 

The 2018 Program Team: 

Fumihiko Kono, Kazuko West, Kenichi Satate, Goro Sato, Rieko Yamada-Ivy, Anthony 

Dacunto, John Reyes, Ryuta Ohtani, Jasmin Teves, Misa Mori, Robert Devenuti, Caryn Shaw, 

Alexandra Martin, Justin Martens, Chad Combs, Edward Consolati, Yoshiko Hori-Sampson, 

Amit Rawat, Barry Friedman, Rieko Ishibashi, Gina Henderson & Allied Barton Security 

Staff, William Ausman & ISS Larkin and Kencal Staff, Hashim Abdel & CulinArt Staff, Mina 

Sharpe, Interns Jearson Alfajardo, Aaron  Armstrong, Sara Baldwin, Emily Callighan, Reina 

Chen, Erick Chen, Christian Dakin, Dominic Davis, Tenshin Higashi, Catherine Lambert, 

Elianna Levy, Michelle Linker, Lily McCormick, Victoria McFadden, Jacquelyn O’Connell, 

Yamato Oishi, Miyuki Omori, Kenichi Sakai, Lila Shirai, Hunter Werenskjold, Johanna York, 

and all of the staff of the Keio Academy of New York Administration Office. 


